Hydatidosis diagnosis by double diffusion in agar with arc 5 detection.
To further assess the double diffusion arc 5 (DD5) test for human hydatidosis, the test was performed on sera from 45 patients with surgically confirmed hydatidosis and 54 with other pathologies in Santiago, Chile. Combined with tests reported previously, this brought the total number of study subjects with confirmed hydatidosis to 98 and the total with other pathologies to 128. Overall, the test yielded positive results with sera from 55 (56%) of the 98 serologically confirmed cases, the degree of seropositivity among patients with pulmonary hydatidosis (36%) being relatively low. The criteria adopted for a positive result were the presence of arc 5 or, in the absence of arc 5, the presence of three or more bands of precipitate. On the basis of these criteria, no false positive results were detected using sera from the 128 patients with other pathologies. It is concluded that using the DD5 test to diagnose hydatidosis in clinically selected individuals can provide results of high specificity; i.e., positive results can be taken as confirming presence of the infection. On the other hand, a negative DD5 result does not constitute definite proof that no hydatid cysts are present.